
 
 

July 30, 2021 

 

Via Electronic Mail to Lawrence.white@dot.gov and Gregory.ochs@dot.gov  

 

Mr. Lawrence T. White, Esq. 

Presiding Official 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Mr. Gregory Ochs 

Director, Central Region 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 

901 Locust Street, Suite 480 

Kansas City, MO 64106-2641 

 

RE: Tallgrass Energy, LP 

 CPF No. 3-2021-1003 

 Withdrawal of Hearing Request and Response to Amended NOPV 

 

Dear Messrs. White and Ochs, 

 

By way of this letter Tallgrass Energy, LP (“Tallgrass”) withdraws its March 26, 2021 request 

for a hearing in the above-referenced case.  Tallgrass and PHMSA have participated in 

productive informal conferences regarding this matter.  As a result, PHMSA issued an Amended 

Notice of Probable Violation, Proposed Civil Penalty and Proposed Compliance Order 

(collectively, NOPV) on July 27, 2021.   

 

In addition, Tallgrass provides the following written response to the Amended NOPV. 

 

Item 1 

 

Tallgrass does not contest Item 1 of the Amended NOPV.  However, Tallgrass reiterates its 

March 26, 2021 request that PHMSA reduce the Proposed Civil Penalty associated with Item 1.  

Tallgrass has attached its March 26, 2021 request for penalty reduction to this letter, and hereby 

incorporates that request into its response to the Amended NOPV.   

 

 Item 2 

 

Tallgrass does not contest Item 2 of the Amended NOPV.  The revised rate-of-drop site-specific 

procedure has been provided to PHMSA.  Procedure OM301_G - Inspecting and Servicing 

Emergency Valves and the referenced form are currently awaiting approval by internal 



 
 

stakeholders and will be provided to PHMSA for approval in accordance with the Proposed 

Compliance Order.     

 

Tallgrass appreciates PHMSA’s willingness to discuss this matter.  Please contact the 

undersigned if you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter. 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

      ______________________ 

      Jennifer Eckels 

      Manager – Compliance 

      Tallgrass Energy, LP 

      370 Van Gordon Street 

      Lakewood, CO 80228 

      Phone: (303) 763-3486 

      jennifer.eckels@tallgrassenergylp.com  

 

 

 

Enclosure: Tallgrass Energy, LP March 26, 2021 Letter to PHMSA 

 

CC:  Joseph Hainline, Esq., Attorney Advisor, PHMSA 

Crystal Heter, Senior Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, Tallgrass 

Craig Meis, Vice President – EHSS & Governmental Affairs, Tallgrass 

Jay Meyers, Vice President – Engineering, Tallgrass 

Adam Schiche, Esq., Assistant General Counsel, Tallgrass 

 


